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Appendix 2 
 

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE 
 

Procedure for Public Speaking 
 

The Council have agreed to introduce public speaking at meetings of the Development Control 
Committee. 
 
Public speaking is only permitted on those items contained within the schedule of applications. 
It is not permitted on any other items on the Agenda. The purpose of public speaking is to 
emphasise comments and evidence already submitted through the planning system. Speakers 
should refrain from bringing photographs or other documents as it is not an opportunity to 
introduce new evidence.  
 
The Chair will ask for those wishing to speak to identify themselves by name at the beginning of 
proceedings. There are four available slots for each schedule item:- 
 
Ward Councillor(s) 
Town or Parish representative 
Spokesperson against the scheme and  
Spokesperson for the scheme.  
 
Each slot (with the exception of Ward Councillors who are covered by the Council’s 
Constitution) will not exceed 3 minutes in duration. If there is more than one person who wishes 
to speak in the same slot, they will need either to appoint a spokesperson to speak for all, or 
share the slot equally. Speakers should restrict their statement to issues already in the public 
arena. Please note that statements will be recorded and broadcast over the internet as part of 
the Councils webcasting of its meetings; they may also be used for subsequent proceedings 
such as an appeal. Names may be recorded in the Committee Minutes. 
 
The order for each item on the schedule is 
 

1. Introduction of item by the Chair 
2. Brief update by the planning officer. 
3. Public Speaking 

a. Ward Member(s) 
b. Parish Council 
c. Those who oppose 
d. Those who support 

4. Member questions of officers 
5. Motion 
6. Debate 
7. Vote 

 
A copy of the Scheme for Public Speaking at Development Control Committee meetings is 
available at the meeting. 


